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• Lozanov, Bulgarian Psychiatrist, 
Suggestopedia, 1970s

• Suggestopedia = "suggestion" + 
“pedagogy” 

• Emphasis on student choice

• Focus on the role of the 
subconscious in the acquisition 
of knowledge

• Left and right brain hemispheres

• Today it’s a multi-method 
multimedia learning technique 
that combines instructional 
games, highly physical learner 
involvement, metaphorical 
activities and background music.

Zemke, Ron (1995), “Accelerated Learning madness 

with a method” Training and Development Journal, 

Vol. 32, No 10.

Accelerated Learning Accelerating Learning

X = shortcuts
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Stories



s.XVII & XVIII

Back in time – methods and approaches – their 
contributions to SHORTCUT strategies

GTM – Grammar 

Translation Method

DM – Direct Method

ALM – Audio-Lingual 

Method

SW-Silent Way

TBL – Task Based 

Learning

LC – Lecto-

comprensión

NA – Natural Approach

CLT – Communicative 

Approach

GRAMMAR TRANSLATION METHOD
Heightened the value of translation
and a deductive approach to grammar.
Explanations in L1

DIRECT METHOD
Development of oral skills
Pantomiming and realia for teaching
concepts/vocabulary
Focus on Q&A patterns

AUDIOLINGUAL METHOD
Contrastive análisis of L1 
and L2

SILENT WAY
Initial high degree of teacher talk
diminishing later as opportunities for
communication arise

NATURAL APPROACH
Lowering the affective filter to
make students more at ease

COMMUNICATIVE
APPROACH

Communication
is paramount

TASK-BASED LEARNING
Deadline-driven projects and problem-
solving activities

LECTO-COMPRENSIÓN
Focus on text analysis
regardless of whether the
grammar structures are simple 
or complex



… we go for DECOMPOSITION?
… set up a NEW LOGIC?
… go more WHOLE?

Explaining the language as a 
systemSpiderweb Method

Grammar

Language
objectives -
CEFR

… sequential teaching
of grammar
… never-ending list of
structures
… inhibiting true 
communication
… deviating from
autheticity



Spiderweb Method

Grammar

Traditional Teaching

vs
Spiderweb Logic

And other holistic approaches

Io ________________ 
(mangiare) una mela

sto mangiando Io staró mangiando una 
mela

Io ero mangiata!



Vocabulary

The power
of images

… sequential teaching
of grammar
… never-ending list of
structures
… inhibiting true 
communication
… deviating from
autheticity

g

Mindmaps
& Sketches



Vocabulary

The power
of images
&
pictograms

g

Mindmaps
& Sketches



Stories

g





Shortology



We communicate in _____________,

We think in  _________________

And we learn mostly through

_______________.

WORDS

IMAGES

STORIES



Sketchnoting / Visual Thinking

Form of visual writing by 
expressing ideas, 
concepts and important 
thoughts in a meaningful 
way by listening, 
processing and
transferring what you 
hear by analog or digital 
sketching.

Sketchnoting aims at 
recording ideas or
concepts by means of
drawings, text, arrows, 
etc to convey the
message.

Enhanced: 

• Listening

• Comprehension

• Recall

• Creativity



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U

Visual Sketchnoting
Sir Ken Robinson: 
Schools kill creativity

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U


Visual Sketchnoting
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