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When  we test we need to consider: 

1)The abilities we want to test. 

2)The purpose of the test. 

3)The type of activities we want to use. 

4)How we will mark it .  

a)Format. (gap fill, multiple matching, multiple choice, 

interview) 

b)Marking (holistic or analytic, qualitative or quantative) 

c)Type of test(diagnostic, placement, proficiency, 

summative, formative) 

d)Construct(use of linkers, asking for directions, 

describing a picture) 

 

http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/contract/  
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Authenticity  

Authenticity is the extent to which a test reflects the “real world” knowledge and skills being tested. While complete 

authenticity is impossible, it can be enhanced through a simulation of the skills, processes, and abilities underlying criterion 

behaviour. Simply put, the measure of authenticity addresses the question: Does the test include situations similar to what 

learners will face “in real life”? 

Blind marking  

Blind marking is a process when the teacher/ examiner does not know whose paper he/she is marking. Instead of names, 

students are often asked to write their ID information on the answer sheet/examination paper. 

Formative vs. Summative assessment 

Formative assessment generates data on student learning while it occurs. In contrast to summative assessments or 

standardized testing capturing the point of knowledge or mastery after a lesson or unit, formative assessment is conducted 

during the learning process. Formative assessment is a way of framing learning activities such that they generate 

observable and measurable data for teachers and learners alike. During formative assessments, learners can discover what 

they have mastered already and which areas they need to improve. 

Summative assessment refers to the processes and instruments that provide a general and final assessment of student’s 

learning within a given course or learning unit. 

Taken from www.britishcouncil.org 

Construct 

The construct of a test is the ability that it tries to measure. 

If we train the abilities and measure what students can do, as the CEFR does, instead of what 

students cannot do they will be encouraged to show us more what they are instead of what they 

are not. 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/

