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Session overview 

This talk is aimed at classroom  

teachers of intermediate levels and  

above. We’ll start by defining the  

concepts of  noticing  and  

reformulating and we will then  

analyse how noticing and  

reformulation tasks can help us  

teachers maximise both learning  

and teaching opportunities that will  

help our students move to a higher  

level of linguistic competence.  



 

“  Everyone , at  some point in  their teaching 

career , has  experienced a  breakthrough 

moment ….” 

T eaching Unplugged (2009) 



  



  



 



 

Noticing 



 



  

• Noticing is a central concept in  the study of  

second language acquisition 

( Schmidt, 1990,1993 ) 



1. Learners must attend to linguistic features of 

the input that they are exposed to, without 

which, input cannot become “intake”. 

2. Learners must “notice the gap”, i.e. make 

comparisons between the current state of 

their developing linguistic system, as realized 

in their output, and the target language 

system, available as input. 



Schmidt & Frotta 1986 
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Training  noticing 

The most useful role of  the teacher is to  

encourage noticing as a  conscious process , and  

to  develop noticing strategies . 

Williams (2003) 



  



 



  

Intermediate level and  above 

Consolidation Activation 

Expansion 



 

• Consolidate their 

existing skills 

• Activate the grammar 

they have previously 

studied but don’t use 

• Expand their range of  

vocabulary 

improve their language 

competence 



 



 

“ Language ,  or grammar ,  is not about having ;  it is 

about doing ;  participating in social  experiences .” 

Larsen - Freeman , D. (2002) 



 



  

“ Traditionally , output has  been considered not 

as a  mechanism for language learning but as  

evidence of  what has  already been learned .  

Research ,  however ,  indicates a  larger role  for 

output.”         

Kumaravadivelu , B (2006) 

Comprehensible 

output 



  

Output  pushes learners to  process language 

more  deeply ( with more mental  effort ) 

  

than does 

input  

Swain , 1995 

Output  is not the result of  the language learning 

process ,  but rather a  step in  the process 



  

We need “to  incorporate 

the notion of  being 

pushed towards the 

delivery of a  message 

that is not only conveyed ,  but that is conveyed 

precisely ,  coherently and  appropriately .” 

Swain , M. (1985) 



  

• How can  we act upon our students ’  output and  

help them deliver a  message that is precise,  

coherent &  appropriate ? 



 

Reformulatio n 
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A  learner - driven approach 



 



  

corrective 

u pgrading 



  

The car  went into some oil 

and I  couldn ́  t drive  it 

The car hit a  patch of  oil 

and I  lost control 



  

We were absolutely shattered . 

We were worn out . 

We were dead on our feet . 

We were totally knackered .  

We were really exhausted 



  

I  don ́  t like when the bus has a  

lot of  people 

I  don ́  t like it + 

  

clause 

d on ́  t like full of  people 

love really crowded 

can ́  t stand ovecrowded 



  

Reformulation &  noticing 

• Because reformulations can be  used to  

encourage learners to  notice differences 

between their output and  reformulated 

output,  they can  facilitate noticing the gap ,  

which can in  turn influence second language 

development . 

Adams, R (2003) 



  

Making learners ’  language more  sophisticated 

They said he  did it and  killed him . 

He  was found guilty and  sentenced to  death 

f ound not guilty 

f ound innocent 

s entenced to  life ? 



  

Making it sound more natural 

It was a  good time . 

We had a  great time . 

other possible adjectives ? 



  

Focusing on style and  nuance 

He’s fat . 

He’s quite  big . 

He’s a bit  overweight . 

He  could lose a  few kilos. 



  

Exploring related expressions 

The company’s making a  lot of  money . 

It’s making a  big profit . 

It’s making a  loss . 

It’s breaking even . 



 

For a  language - centred approach to  

teaching ….. 

…  teachers need to  

have a  good language 

instinct ! 



 



Teaching as a non-native speaker 
Language teaching is not about the transmission of perfect 

models of expression … language teaching is about 

exploring and extending the learner’s existing capability. 

The teacher’s role is to scaffold, or support, the learner’s 

ability: not by providing native-like models, but by nudging 

it towards greater intelligibility and fluency….. What is 

critical is learning to approach each lesson as a shared 

experience of discovery: to re-learn language and, by 

implication, one’s way of teaching it, through the 

experience of the learners. 



Thornbury & Meddings, 2009 



  

Demand High ELT 



 

Demand high teaching 

• Well prepared ,  creative &  fun classes are ok  but not 

enough . 

• Students need to be  challenged . 

• We need to work up - close, in - the - moment with  

language. 

• Skillful interventions are a crucial teaching tool. 

• Demand more from students and they will learn more. 

• Look for learning, not (just) right answers. 

Jim Scrivener 



 



  

Responding to  student output 

 trying to  get more  from students 

 push them ,  somehow get students out of  their 

comfort zones … 

but not too far ;  within their 

scope of  competence 



  

Sample activities 



 

Vocabulary & ideas  

to  discuss the 

environment 



 



  

Food for thought 

• What do you think are the most pressing  

issues facing our world today? Why? 

• Who do you think should take responsibility  

for what happens to our planet? Why? 



 

www.wordle.net 



  



  



  



  



  



 



Task repetition 

When learners peform a similar task more than 

once within a short time span, they can be 

expected to improve simply because increased 

task familiarity decreases the task processing 

difficulty (Skehan, 1998), which can enhance the 

accuracy of learner output (Bygate 1996, 2001;  

Lynch and McLean, 2000, 2001) 



Adams, R (2003) 



  

Compare your use of television and the  

Internet in your everyday  life . 



  

TBL  framework 



Reformulation is consistent with a fluency-

toaccuracy, or task-based, model of instruction, 

that is, one that 'encourages learners to make 

the best use of whatever language they have. It 

assumes that learners will find ways of encoding 

the meanings they have in order to achieve the 

outcome' (Willis 1990: 128). Once encoded by 

the learner, these meanings are then 

'reencoded' (or reformulated) by the teacher. 



Scott Thornbury 



 

“ It’s no  good if students learn a  lot of  forms and  

can’t use  them …  But it’s equally unconstructive if 

students are  made to  concentrate on using 

language without being given a  systematic 

knowledge of  the language they are  supposed to  

be  using ” 

Swan , M (2010) 



 



  

Emergent language 

When L2  learners are  given opportunities for genuine 

interaction and  encouraged to  spend time  exploring 

topics and  texts ,  it is likely that a  lot of  interesting 

language , ideas and  questions will emerge. 

Norrington , D 

Teachers should respond to  this emergent language 



 Unplugged Teaching p 61 



  



 



  

Rounding up…. 



 

What students need to  get better is feedback 

that gives them information that helps them to  

improve .” 

Jim Scrivener , IATEFL 2014 



 



 

Session overview 
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above. We’ll start by defining the  

concepts of  noticing  and  

reformulating and we will then  

analyse how noticing and  

reformulation tasks can help us  

teachers maximise both learning  

and teaching opportunities that will  

help our students move to a higher  

level of linguistic competence.  



 



  

Thank you ! 

tcurbelo@anglo.edu.uy 
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